Lung ultrasound B-lines in exacerbations of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
We report on preliminary observations on performing lung ultrasound (LUS) in patients admitted to hospital with an exacerbation of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). We found that LUS had high specificity and moderate sensitivity in identifying patients with elevated B-type natriuretic peptide. Thus, we hypothesise that LUS may have utility in screening COPD patients with an exacerbation to identify the sub-group with elevated natriuretic peptides and are at risk of increased cardiovascular mortality. The use of LUS in patients with acute and chronic respiratory disorders is increasing and its role in COPD patients is an interesting subject for future research.